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1.  How do you get started?  
Moenter/Christen:   
-Identify which branch to invite- Anyone invited another time, just one branch 
- Identify where, who and jobs:  1.  Who reserves a spot 2. Who in charge of contacts 3. Who in charge of family 
history 4. meal planning 

Bechstein: 
- Different family in charge each year.  Started with oldest to youngest. 
- Information & boxes of supplies pass from one year to the next.  
- Boxes hold games/tickets/buckets for white elephant, paper plates, silverware, extension cords etc.    
Blausey/Oberhouse:  
- Held small reunion when mother passed.  Later held much larger reunion for Blausy/Oberhouse families. 
- For the last reunion, Darla was the planning committee – Each sibling took a part for the actual day. 
- Early on Aunt Gussie would organize reunions at Harrison Park on the Oberhouse side.  She would type up little      
booklets with family member’s names, addresses, and birthdates.   Many years passed before the next reunion. 
Radzimoski: 
- We have officers (President, Secretary, Historian, Games) who are elected each year. 
- Our reunion has been taking place for 104 years! 
Current:   

 - We set up a “Planning Committee” of willing and engaged cousins.  We met on a semi-regular basis.    
 - We utilized past agendas & ideas to make it easy!  
 - The planning gatherings are sometimes the most fun part!   I love my cousins!   2 



2.  How do you identify the invitees?  

 
Moenter/Christen:  
- Size- 100 anniversary, Mike’s 150 year designation for Herman Henry Moenter. Christens- one branch in 

charge of their branch contacts.  

Bechstein:   
- Any relative of John and Jesse Bechstein are welcome to attend the reunion. 
- All family members are notified about the event (If an address is on file). 

Blausey/Oberhouse:  
- I invited my dad & mom’s siblings and all their children. 

-  Was also able to invite one of my dad’s cousins who really likes genealogy.   Approximately 100 invited. 

Radzimoski: 
- All relatives who are on our family list. 

Current:   
- Worked with cousins from each branch to identify all the living “Currents” and get their contact info 
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3.  Example - Data Spreadsheet   

 

 



Karina: How do you get the younger generation to come?  

● INVITE is CRUCIAL! They need to know how they are related prior to coming!  
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5.  How do you determine how many people will attend     

and where to have the reunion to hold all of them?  

 
Moenter/Christen: 
-Just depends, Pemberville- Bethlehem, Dunbridge- Church, Mike Moenter- on his farm, Luckey legion 

Bechstein:   
 - Based on an average.    
 - In the past we have had between 120-200 people attend. 

Blausey/Oberhouse: 

 

Radzimoski: 
- We have had our reunion at the same hall in Carlton, MI at the VFW for the last 70 years! 

Current:   
- We estimate based on the last reunion (80-110).    

- Originally we based location on cost and moved it around.   

- Now we have locked in Otsego Park every two years, but must book 1 yr in advance! 
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Held in Deb’s backyard for “free”. Held in Tontogany so that “oldest living Current” could attend! 

Held at Otsego 

Park last 2 times as 

we got bigger! 

Moenter Group: Whoever 

wanted to come 



6.  How do you pick the date of the reunion and let family 

members know the details? 
Moenter/Christen:   

-As needed (after harvest or before)/1st Sunday in December, whenever 

Bechstein:   
- For 50 years it was held on 1st Sunday in August after the WC Fair in Junior Fair Building.    
 - Changed in 2021 due to Tractor Pullers wanting the Building.   Then held in Bradner, then back at Fairgrounds,    
then at the Tontogany American Legion.  Moving forward, it will be at Tontogany the Sunday after the WC Fair. 

Blausey/Oberhouse:  
- Based date on beginning of nice weather & before camping season.   Also, Dad’s birthday.  
- We did a letter invitation.  Will do a postcard invite next time.  Had most addresses. Relatives helps with rest.  
- We “Save the Date” for Mom’s passing.  Sent out thank-yous for memorials and a card from the funeral home.  

Radzimoski: 
- Our reunion is always the first Sunday in August and the Secretary sends out a postcard to all relatives 

on the address list along with an email as well.   

Current:   
- We ask ahead of time what months are good & what dates are bad.  Then check on Hall availability. 
- Then lock in the hall.  We issue a “SAVE THE DATE” via email, word of mouth, and our Facebook Site.   
- Later we email & post the actual invitation.  Each Committee Member gets a headcount from their branch.  
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7.  Do you utilize email, Facebook, other Social Media 

to communicate?  Old-fashion Phone?  Snail Mail? 
Moenter/Christen: 

-Started with: snail mail postcard, phone calls & now FB, also invites to those less likely to 

come 

 

Bechstein:   
- For 1 yr invitation was posted on Facebook “Bechstein Reunion” site, but was not successful, based on attendees. 
- Darlene Bechstein Weaver sends out postcards and we also post on Facebook under “Bechstein Family Reunion”. 

 

Blausey/Oberhouse:   
- No social media 

 

Radzimoski: 
- Yes we use email and a postcard via snail mail. 

Current:   
- We utiilze email, Facebook, text, & phone to reach out.  Have not used snail mail.  Like postcard idea! 

.   
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“Current” Facebook Pages 



List on FB page what branch 

 it is- 
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“Current” Family Reunion Invitation / Agenda 



8.  How do you determine the Agenda/Activities?  

 
Moenter/Christen:   
-euchre, kids games, singing Christmas carols, white elephant exchange, *How are we related by myself, plain old stories 

you want to share 

Bechstein:   
- Agenda is very similar every year.   Minutes from last reunion are read.   
- We write down all births/deaths over past year & Darlene Weaver (family Secretary) records 
- Family in charge of the reunion holds a White Elephant to raise money.   We vote on how it is spent.  

Blausey/Oberhouse:  
- Agenda had a potluck first (people arrive leisurely).  Pastor Tim/I did a dedication service & butterfly release.  
- Then family photos w/detailed order.  (Most important part for me.  Wanted to make a book with names of all.  

Radzimoski: 
- We always start with a potluck dinner at 12:00 noon.  Each family brings a main dish and a side dish or dessert along with their own 
table settings, plates/silverware.   
- Each family brings their own name tags. 

Current:   
- We have a Sign-In Table w/names tags (souveners); entertainment (Erza’s Piano playing), memoribilia tables, decorations, Family 
Tree info, and a “Learning” of some kind (John Current speaking in costume and interacting with the children).  
- We also allow time for Family Photos and casual photos.  Next reunion we hope to add activites for people to mingle and get to 
know each other better.) 
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9.  Do you have a Registration Table?  

 
Moenters/Christen:  

-Yes. Need to confirm addresses too. Nametags, sat with branches/introduced each other 

Bechstein:   
- There is a registration table.  As families arrive, they sign-in so Darlene can keep an accurate record of 
attendance.  - At table you list any births/marriages/deaths in your family.   White Elephant tickets can be 
purchase here.    

Blausey/Oberhouse:   
- No registration table at this particular reunion.   

Radzimoski: 
- After lunch, we have a meeting & all families have signed the registration list w/number of families in attendance.  

Current:   
- We like to have a Registration Table with names badges that Lance Baker makes.  
- Everyone gets “welcomed”, then directed where to put the food, etc. 
- We will pass out any handouts at that time.   
- One cousin made t-shirts for everyone w/Family Crest on it.  Those got passed out there as well.   
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10.  What do you Present and How?  
Moenter/Christen:  
-Draw your branch out, presentation how related, family stories, had slide show running on desktop, had pictures laid 

out, CD of pictures, family history book updated, fun genetics worksheet- hair swirls, tongue rolling, etc.  

Bechstein:   
- Each family does something different.  One family created a cook book.  There is so much good food at the reunion, they thought it would 

be fun to have some of the recipes.   Recipes were collected for about 6 months and then a “Bechstein Cook Book” was created.  They sold 

over 100.  Aunt Pauline always made Lemon Meringue pie and it was a hot item.   Her children published this recipe. 

- A family did a commemorative plate for the 50th reunion.  Was pre-ordered & paid for at reunion. 

- One family arranged for a photo.  It was quite a feat getting 150+ people on bleachers & photo taken. 

- Another family made a wall mural with each sibling and then had each family fill in missing names and dates.  It was fun to see how many 

people came from just two people John and Jesse Bechstein. 

Blausey/Oberhouse:  
- My sister made slide presentation of old pictures, one for each branch of the family.    

- We had a table with memories of my mom and dad since it was specific for this particular gathering.  

Radzimoski: 
- Historian brings old photo albums to share. 

Current:   
- We like to have a “Teaching Moment” during our Reunions.   Lance Baker dressed up as our Civil War Grandfather & told his life story.  

Lance invited children up to look at his canteen, mess kit, etc.    

- We gave everyone a booklet of News paper articles on John Current and a descendent chart.   

- We will be handing out a Family Album once we get it created!   We did take the pictures. 
17 



18 



19 



11.  Do you raise money for your Reunions? How?    

Moenter/Christen:  
-Pass the hat! (always works out). Privately funded.  

Bechstein:   
- Money is raised through a white elephant auction.  Family members bring in new/like new items & people can 

purchase tickets 6 for $5.  The tickets are then placed in the bucket in front of the item you want and at the end of 

the day, the winning ticket is drawn.  One year over $500 was made. 

- Also, a bucket is passed & each family is asked to contribute to the event.   $200-$400 is raised for the hall rental. 

Blausey/Oberhouse:  
- No money was raised for the reunion – I just funded it myself.  

Radzimoski: 
- Depending on how many families attend, the hall rental is divided up by number of families in attendance. 

Current:   
- We decided to just have a “Donation Jar” located at the Sign-in Table.   We get around $500 each time!   

- This is exactly what it costs us to rent the lodge at Otsego Park.   It is perfect.   

- The Planning Committee donates paper plates, silverware, decorations, name badges, etc.  
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12.  Where do you hold your reunions?  Do you move them 

around?  What is your frequency?    
Moenter/Christen: 
- Were once a year, to every 3ish years, 5 years, How related is crucial!  

Bechstein:   
- Otsego Park.  The hall was rented a year in advance. The reunions are held annually. 

Blausey/Oberhouse:  
- Shelter house at Harrison Park in Pemberville.  Good parking, electricity, playground, etc. 
- We planted 13 trees (with ribbons) in the park in memory of my mom and dad and this was the dedication.  
 - Would like to plan future reunions, & have Oberhouse one at Harrison Park again. Blausey reunion would be 
separate next time.   
- Hope to do the reunions next year & keep them going every other year 

Radzimoski: 
- Our reunion is at the VFW Hall in Carleton, MI and it is always the first Sunday in August at noon every year.  It has 
been at this location for at least the last 70 years. 

Current:   
- We have held them at Deb’s house, Tontogany Town Hall, and Otsego Park.  We have locked in Otsego Park for now 
due to it having everrything we need, 2 playgrounds, the River, ample parking, a kitchen, air conditioning, etc.   
- We decided to have our reunions every 2 years. 21 



13.  How do you engage your relatives?  Do you play 

games?  Have contests?  Give out prizes? contests?   
Moenter/Christen:   

-Once did a tic tac toe- find someone who has been to Germany, etc., guess jelly beans, 

kids games, Euchre!, Sant used to come. 

Bechstein:  
- Families tend to sit together making it more difficult to mingle. 

- There are usually games or chalk for the kids and Bingo is played after the family meeting.   The family hosting is responsible for 

the Bingo gifts and running the bingo.  

- Host family purchases a Watermelon and you can guess the weight you win the watermelon.   M & M in jar are guessed too.  If 

you are the closest you win the M & M’s. 

Blausey/Oberhouse:  
- No contests.  We did have lots of fun kid games & brought ones we remember playing when we were young.  

Radzimoski: 
- Our families tend to sit together as well but people do visit.  We have bingo after the meeting for adults and there is also 

children’s games outside.  Each family brings at least 2 gifts (approx. $2-3 p/gift) per player for bingo and/or children’s games if 

they have children playing. 

Current:   
- We don’t do too much in this category.  We need to do more to get the different family groups to mingle.   We’ll try to set up some 

games with prizes for the next reunion in 2026. 
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14.  Continued 

 
From Jan Brinker 
- Beach Ball game: Game between young/old etc.   Write questions on stripes of 

 beachball.  Toss ball to someone and they have to answer.  Learn about 

 each other! 

- Bingo:  Use pictures on the squares and see who recognize the photos.  People 

 will teach each other 

- Story Telling 

- Goodie Bags for the little kids 

- Scavenger Hunt:  the “items” collected would be “facts” they learn from relatives 

- Small pool and wood shavings (bury little gifts for treasure hunt) 

- Coloring Pages 

- Water Balloons 
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15.  What do you do to feed your families? 
Moenter/Christen: 
-Potluck, bring whatever, sometimes Ham furnished or a meat 

Bechstein:   
- It is a potluck, each family is asked to bring 2 dishes, there own plates and silverware and drinks. Relatives bring 
apps, sides, desserts, drink of their choice.  Always plenty of food.  We have never run out.    
- Host family usually makes coffee and lemonade.   
- Host family provides table paper & supplies that might be needed.   There are tubs of plates, cups and napkins if 
they are needed.   The family is reimbursed for any expenditures ie table paper 

Blausey/Oberhouse:   
- We did a potluck. Siblings brought chicken, drinks, tablewear & coverings.  
- We set up a potluck line with main dishes, and sides and then a separate area for desserts and drinks. 

Radzimoski: 
- We always start with a potluck dinner at 12:00 noon.  Each family brings a main dish and a side dish or dessert along 
with their own table settings, plates/silverware. 

Currents:   
- Hold a Potluck around noon.  The Planning Committee provides the “meat” dish.  Everyone else brings appetizers, 
side dishes, veggies, and desserts.   Planning Committee brings water, iced tea, lemonade, etc. Committee also brings 
the paper plates, napkins, cups, silverware, plastic tableclothes, etc 
- We stopped paying for an alcohol licence as it has not been used.  Everyone pitches in to clean-up at the end! 
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16.  What else should the audience know about 

for their reunions? 
Moenter/Christen:  

-Don’t throw pictures away, Get pictures labeled!  Post them on the FB site to help identify, etc.  

Bechstein:   
- People will share photos.  Someone brought old high school graduation photos and if it was you, you took it.  Fun to 
look at these. 
- FYI:  I only have 3 remaining aunts/uncles.   Reunion now falls to the first cousins.  Some cousins are getting older &  
finding it more difficult to handle the reunion by themselves.  May have to combine families in the future to continue.  

Blausey/Oberhouse: 

Radzimoski: 
- We are finding that not as many are attending as what used to.  We will need to keep encouraging all families that 
do attend to keep reaching out to others who are not attending.   
- We also keep track of births, deaths, marriages, divorces, and military service members.  
- We also note the youngest person in attendance along with the oldest person in attendance and the person who 
has traveled the farthest.   

Current:   
- Have someone take casual photos throughout the event and post to your Facebook page.  Always take a family photo. 
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Fun Photos are  

a great  

icebreaker!!! 
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Pictures from Moenter reunion:  

● https://www.facebook.com/groups/1876617912400840 

● Fun genetic facts (not my sample) 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/1876617912400840


Questions / Comments? 
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